Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Seplember 28, 2005

The ilonorable Rill Frist, Senate Majority Leader
The Honovable Harry Reid, Senate Minority eader
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Frist and Scnator Reid:

Earlier this year, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee approved S. 728,
the Water Resources Development Act of 2005 (WRDA). The devastation along the Gulf Coast
has served as a warning to America to shore up our defenses against catastrophic iloods. With
these vivid images in mind, we urge you to grant floor time for this bill prior to the completion of

this session of Congress.

As you know, this bill autherizes critical flood control, storm damage reduction, and
environmental Testoration projects across the country. These projects will help protect
America’s communities from the destruction caused by severe weather and tlooding, as weil as
enhancing natural means of protection by testoring cur fragile ecosysiems.

[n addition, this legislation is nesded to support our nation’s vital waterways and ports -
key components of our naticnal {ransportation system and cur economy.

Hurricane Katrina taught the nation a tragic lesson: maintain and improve our aging Do
contral and waier resources infrastructure or risk the ruin and destruction of our communivies.
This bill moves s in the right direction toward addressing and preventing these grave thyeats 1

public safety.

i has been nearly five years since the last WRDA was enacted into taw. e i¢a’ 8 wWakcr
resources and the communities they serve cannot afford any further delay. We urge you 10 act
expeditiousty to bring this very important bill to the fuli Senate for immediate consideration
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James M. Jeffords
Christopher S. Bond
Jim DeMint

George V. Voinovich
Barack Obama

Jim Talent

Mike Crapo
Barbara A. Mikulski
Mel Martinez

Norm Coleman

Bill Nelson

David Vitter

John Warner

Jon S. Corzine
Frank R. Lautenberg
Richard Durbin

Carl Levin

Sam Brownback
Tim Johnson

Mark Dayton
Robert C. Byrd
John Cornyn

Ron Wyden

James M. Inhofe
Johnny Isakson
Lisa Murkowski
John Thune
Barbara Boxer
Lincoln Chafee
Tom Harkin

Paul Sarbanes
Pete V. Domenici
Chuck Grassley
Dianne Feinstein
Mary L. Landrieu
Kay Bailey Hutchison
Debbie Stabenow
Pat Roberts

Patty Murry
Gordon Smith
Mark Pryor

Lamar Alexander
Blanche L. Lincoln
Maria Cantwell



